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Addressing Replacement Theology



Gal 3: 16 

• KJV Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of 
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

• TBT Galatians 3:16 τῷ δὲ Ἀβραὰμ ἐρρήθησαν αἱ ἐπαγγελίαι, καὶ τῷ
σπέρματι αὐτοῦ. οὐ λέγει, Καὶ τοῖς σπέρμασιν, ὡς ἐπὶ πολλῶν, 
ἀλλ᾽ ὡς ἐφ᾽ ἑνός, Καὶ τῷ σπέρματί σου, ὅς ἐστι Χριστός.



The Linguistic Fallacy of "Seed" in 
Galatians 3:16
• Collective Singular Noun: In Hebrew (zera), Greek (sperma), and 

English ("offspring"), the word "seed" is a collective noun. In 
biblical Hebrew, the plural zera'im is only used when speaking of 
agricultural seeds planted in the ground. It is never used to speak 
of multiple human descendants.

• The Old Testament Usage: Throughout Genesis, when God 
promises Abraham that his "seed" (zera) would be as numerous as 
the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore, or that his 
"seed" would be enslaved in Egypt for 400 years and inherit the 
physical land of Canaan, the word is always singular in form but 
collective and plural in meaning (e.g., Gen 13:15–16; 15:5, 13; 
17:7–9; 22:17–18; 26:3–4; 28:13–14).



The Linguistic Fallacy of "Seed" in 
Galatians 3:16 (cont.)
• Paul’s Plural Usage in Galatians 3:29: Paul was a master of Hebrew 

and Greek and knew this full well. In fact, just thirteen verses later, Paul 
uses the word collectively for many people: “If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed [plural collective], and heirs according to 
the promise” (Gal 3:29).

• The Homiletical Point: Paul is not making a grammatical argument 
that the Old Testament never spoke of physical descendants; he is 
making a homiletical, rabbinic argument pointing to the preeminent 
Seed par excellence—the Messiah—through whom the nations can 
receive the spiritual blessing of Abraham (the Holy Spirit and 
justification by faith) without converting to Judaism. Emphasizing the 
primary role of Jesus does not cancel the promises given to Abraham's 
collective offspring.



Confirmation, Not Cancellation

• Paul explicitly refutes the idea that the coming of Christ or the 
giving of the law negated God’s earlier covenantal pledges:

• The Unconditional Covenant: In Galatians 3:17, Paul argues that 
the Mosaic law, which came 430 years later, cannot annul the 
covenant previously confirmed by God to Abraham.

• Christ Confirms the Promises: In Romans 15:8, Paul directly 
states: “Messiah has become a servant to the circumcised for the 
sake of God’s truth, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs”. Jesus did not come to abolish or cancel the promises 
made to the fathers regarding physical Israel; He came to 
establish and confirm them.







“We” in Ephesians
15 verses

Eph. 1:4, 7, 11-12; 2:3, 5, 10, 18; 3:12, 20; 
4:13-14, 25; 5:30; 6:12



“Ye”, “You” in Ephesians
50 verses 63 hits 

Eph. 1:2, 13, 16-18; 2:1-2, 5, 8, 11-13, 
17, 19, 22; 3:1-2, 4, 13, 16-17, 19; 4:1, 
4, 6, 17, 20-22, 24, 26, 30-32; 5:1, 3, 5-
8, 15, 17, 33; 6:4, 9, 11, 13, 16, 21-22



Three Distinct Spheres of Blessing:

• The Earthly Sphere: The literal land and earthly kingdom promised 
to Israel according to the flesh (Deut. 28; Matt. 5:5).

• The Heavenly City (New Jerusalem): The inheritance of Abraham's 
spiritual seed and the overcomers of faith (detailed in Galatians 
4:26: "Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us 
all", and Hebrews 11:10, 16).

• Far Above All (The Super-Heavenlies): The Church of the One Body 
(Ephesians and Colossians, Eph 1:3).



Today with our “special” calling: 

• Believers are not "spiritual Israel," nor are they heirs of Abraham.
• Paul explicitly states that by nature, these Gentiles were "aliens from 

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise" (Eph. 2:12).

• Rather than grafting them into Abraham's covenants, God "created in 
Himself of twain ONE NEW MAN" (Eph. 2:15).

• Their sphere of blessing is neither the earthly land nor the descending 
New Jerusalem, but "in heavenly places... far above all principality and 
power" where Christ is enthroned (Eph. 1:3, 20–21).

• In Paul's Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 2 
Timothy), Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the covenants are conspicuous 
by their absence.



Summary

• Supersessionism makes a double error: it drags the heavenly 
Church down into earthly or intermediate covenants that never 
belonged to it, and it robs national Israel of the unconditional 
promises that God swore would stand as long as the sun, moon, 
and stars endure (Jer. 31:35–37).

• Under right division, both callings are preserved in their divine 
integrity: literal Israel will be converted and inherit their promised 
earthly land under the New Covenant when the Deliverer returns, 
while the Church of the One Body enjoys its distinct, heavenly 
inheritance chosen before the world began.





Supersessionism
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