Lord, we come together this day in order to further study the words that you
have put before us in your book of love. | pray that all who hear this are
edified in my presentation of your words. Guide us to the proper
understanding of the events that are conveyed in these writings. Amen
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The history of the city has been a record X

of its sieges. No fewer than twenty-seven
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BIBLICAL & PROPHETIC INSIGHTS: THE SIEGES OF JERUSALEM

9, : !‘ 7 9,

The first occurrence of the name "Jerusalem", as a city (*1), is in Judges 1:8 (KJV) Now the children of Judah had fought against
Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire. This confirms the fact that the
first occurrence contains an epitome of its subsequent history. The history of the city has been a record of iis sieges. No fewer than
twenty-seven go to complete the list. This number is stilking in the light of Appdx-No. 10; being composed of 3 x 9, the factors being
those of Divine completeness (3), and judgment (9) respectively (= 33).

A cycle of ordinal completeness is marked by the SUVRBIE (2 x 10) sieges. These were the two characterized by the destruction
of the Temple by fire, which is accord with the number 10, being that of ordinal perfection. (See Appendix 10.Ten. Denotes Ordinal
perfection. Another new first; after the ninth digit, when numeration commences anew.) Both also were foretold: the former by Jer. and
Ezek.; the latter by our Lord.

Seven is the number of spiritual perfection, and it is worthy of note that the 7th, 14th (2 x 7), and the 21st (2 x 7) sieges were each the
subject of Divine prophecy. Further, a 28th (4 x 7) siege, yet future, is foretold in, Zechariah 14:2 (KJV) For | will gather all nations
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city
shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. While 14 (2 x 7) of the sieges are
recorded in Holy Scripture, 13 are recorded in profane history. Profane history is related to secular non-religious historical records in
human events as opposed to Sacred or Divine history. Historically scholars use the term to separate secular accounts from religious
texts like the Bible or sacred scriptures. In this specific phrase profane does not mean vulgar or obscene; it simply means outside the

temple or worldly. P

&=s T —
~ Sacred/Holy Profane
3x9 . ],14,21,28

Scripture

Companion Bible Appendix #53
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So David dwelt in the fort,
and called it the city of David.
And David built round about

from Millo and inward.
2 Samuel 5:9
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By the Philistines, Arabians, and Ethiopians, against
Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:16 (KJV) Moreover the LORD
stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines,
and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians:

17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and
carried away all the substance that was found in the
king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that
there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the
youngest of his sons. ), this was about 794 B.C. In this
siege the royal palace was sacked, and the Temple again
plundered.
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6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an
hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which were
all valiant men; because they had forsaken the LORD
God of thelr fathers. ), about 630 B.C. The city held
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13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the hSJs"e‘ of I
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which ‘Solo [
the LORD, as the LORD had said. Poan LA
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Messengers
carried letters
and news...

Hezekiah
sought God’s

answer...

Threats
and demands
reached Jerusalem...

...and the
message of
Isaiah brought
hope.
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By Nebuchadnezzar, against Zedekiah (2 Chronicles 36:17 (KJV) Therefore he
brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with
the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon
young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all
into his hand.

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures
of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all
these he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem,
and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly
vessels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon;
where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom
of Persia: ), 478-477 B.C. In this case the Temple was burnt with fire, and the
city and the Temple lay desolate for fifty years.
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After 400 years of so-called Christian colonization, through
the country; thousands were massacred, and the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre was destroyed. The Emperor Heraclius
afterwards defeated him, and restored the city and the
church.

The Caliph Omar, in A.D. 636-7, besieged the city against
Heralius. It was followed by capitulation on favorable terms,
and the city passed into the hands of the Turks, in whose
hands it remains to the present day.

Afdal, the Vizier of the Caliph of Egypt, besieged the two
rival factions of Moslems, and pillaged the city in 1098.

In 1099 it was besieged by the army of the first Crusade.

In 1187 it was besieged by Saladin for seven weeks.

The wild Kharezmian Tartar hordes, in 1244, captured and
plundered the city, slaughtering the monks and priests.







There will be a 28th according to Zec 14, which will be
raised by Messiah, even as the 7th was by Jehovah.
Zechariah 14:1 (KJV) Behold, the day of the LORD cometh,
and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle;
and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the
women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off
from the city.

3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those
nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the
east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the
north, and half of it toward the south.







Understanding the sieges of Jerusalem is important in that these are critical moments
in biblical prophecy and the historical narrative. They are not just the simple quarrels
over land or possessions but they are the execution of judgment by God and the
fulfillment of particular covenants.

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Luke all recorded or conveyed prophetic warnings regarding the
outcome that would befall Jerusalem if the nation did not repent.

God's love for Israel through multiple measures of rebellion underpins all the chances
for resolution that have been afforded this nation throughout time.

God's patience is seemingly immeasurable given the time he has spent waiting for
Israel to come to their senses. That being said then it may be small potatoes for the
patience he may have for your human frailty. He will not forget you even though at times
you may forget him. He is always there and though his presence may go unseen, suffice
it to say no matter where you go there He is and will be.
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